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AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 

MEET 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

Mr. HUTCHINSON. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation be authorized to 
meet on Wednesday, October 20, 1999, at 
9:30 a.m. on effects of performance en-
hancing drugs on the health of athletes 
and athletic competition in SD–106. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

Mr. HUTCHINSON. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources be granted permission to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
Wednesday, October 20, for purposes of 
conducting a Full Committee business 
meeting which is scheduled to begin at 
9:30 a.m. The purpose of this business 
meeting is to consider pending cal-
endar business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 
Mr. HUTCHINSON. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Finance be permitted to 
meet on Wednesday, October 20, 1999 at 
10 a.m. in Executive Session to mark 
up the Tax Extenders Bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
Mr. HUTCHINSON. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Wednesday, October 20, 1999 
at 2 p.m. to hold a hearing. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Mr. HUTCHINSON. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate Committee on Indian Affairs be au-
thorized to meet during the session of 
the Senate on Wednesday, October 20, 
1999 at 9:30 a.m. to mark up pending 
legislation to be followed by a hearing 
on Indian Reservation Roads and the 
Transportation Equity Act in the 21st 
Century (TEA–21). 

The hearing will be held in room 485, 
Russell Senate Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 
Mr. HUTCHINSON. Mr. President, 

The Committee on the Judiciary re-
quests unanimous consent to conduct a 
hearing on Wednesday, October 20, 1999 
at 9 a.m. in Dirksen Room 226. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON RATES AND ADMINISTRATION 

Mr. HUTCHINSON. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Rules and Administration be 

authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Wednesday, October 
20, 1999 at 9:30 a.m. to conduct an over-
sight hearing on the operations of the 
Architect of the Capitol. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON EMERGING THREATS AND 
CAPABILITIES 

Mr. HUTCHINSON. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Emerging Threats and 
Capabilities of the Committee on 
Armed Services be authorized to meet 
at 9:30 a.m. on Wednesday, October 20, 
1999, in open session, to receive testi-
mony on the efforts of the military 
services in implementing joint experi-
mentation. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON WATER AND POWER 

Mr. HUTCHINSON. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Water and Power of the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources be granted permission to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
Wednesday, October 20, for purposes of 
conducting a Water and Power Sub-
committee hearing which is scheduled 
to begin at 2:30 p.m. The purpose of 
this hearing is to receive testimony on 
S. 1167, a bill to amend the Pacific 
Northwest Power Planning and Con-
servation Act to provide for expanding 
the scope of the Independent Scientific 
Review Panel; S. 1694, a bill to direct 
the Secretary of the Interior to con-
duct a study of the reclamation and 
reuse of water and wastewater in the 
State of Hawaii; S. 1612, a bill to direct 
the Secretary of the Interior to convey 
certain irrigation project property to 
certain irrigation and reclamation dis-
tricts in the State of Nebraska; S. 1474, 
a bill providing conveyance of the Pal-
metto Band project to the State of 
Texas; S. 1697, a bill to authorize the 
Secretary of the Interior to refund cer-
tain collections received pursuant to 
the Reclamation Reform Act of 1982; S. 
1178, a bill to direct the Secretary of 
the Interior to convey certain parcels 
of land acquired for the Blunt Res-
ervoir and Pierre Canal features of the 
State of South Dakota for the purpose 
of mitigating lost wildlife habitat, on 
the condition that the current pref-
erential leaseholders shall have an op-
tion to purchase from the Commission, 
and for other purposes; and S. 1723, a 
bill to establish a program to authorize 
the Secretary of the Interior to plan, 
design, and construct facilities to miti-
gate impacts associated with irrigation 
system water diversions by local gov-
ernmental entities in the Pacific Ocean 
drainage of the States of Oregon, Wash-
ington, Montana, and Idaho. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

NATIONAL WOMEN’S BUSINESS 
WEEK 

∑ Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I rise 
today in recognition of the tremendous 
economic contributions made by 
women business owners in Illinois and 
to recognize the work of the Women’s 
Business Development Center, a wom-
an’s business training and technical as-
sistance center that has assisted over 
30,000 women in realizing their dreams 
of business ownership. 

The newest statistics from the Na-
tional Foundation for Women’s Busi-
ness Ownership confirm that women 
entrepreneurs now make up more than 
38 percent of all business and continue 
to be the most dynamic, fastest grow-
ing sector of our Nation’s economy. I 
am proud to tell you that there are 
now 384,700 women-owned businesses in 
Illinois, employing 1.5 million workers 
and generating $195 billion in annual 
sales, a growth of 139 percent in 7 
years. 

Women business owners in Illinois 
area vibrant sector of our State econ-
omy and strong advocates for women’s 
business ownership nationwide. Re-
cently one of Illinois’s own, Sheila G. 
Talton, president and CEO of Unisource 
Network Services, Inc., headquartered 
in Chicago, was appointed to serve on 
the National Women’s Business Coun-
cil. Unisource Network Services pro-
vides network interrogation con-
sulting, including voice, data and 
multimedia consulting. Ms. Talton, 
who has 20 years of experience in the 
information systems and telecommuni-
cations field, formed the company in 
1986 and sales are projected at $17 mil-
lion this fiscal year. The company serv-
ices an elite class of Fortune 500 com-
panies, major educational and health 
care institutions and public agencies. 

Unisource Network Services exempli-
fies the type of high-growth business 
that is attractive to investors in Illi-
nois and around the country. In fact, 
Ms. Talton financed the growth of her 
technology company with venture cap-
ital investments. Unfortunately her 
story is usual; I’m told that most 
women entrepreneurs are having dif-
ficulties raising the capital they need 
to take their technology-based compa-
nies to the next level. Though women 
are starting high-growth business at 
unprecedented rates, they currently ac-
cess less than 5 percent of all venture 
capital investments. 

Mr. President, the strength of the 
economy of Illinois and the Nation de-
pends upon the success of enterprises 
like Unisource. The opportunities to 
launch and grow businesses and the de-
mand for training and capital have 
never been greater. In order for these 
new businesses to flourish, we must en-
sure that their access to capital and 
markets is unimpeded and that they 
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have information and resources they 
need to compete at the speed of the 
Internet.∑ 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF NATIONAL 
WOMEN’S BUSINESS WEEK 

∑ Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President. I 
rise today in recognition of ‘‘National 
Women’s Business Week’’ and of the 
vital role women business-owners play 
in our economy. 

I would also like to recognize the ap-
pointment of Vivian L. Shimoyama to 
the National Women’s Business Coun-
cil. Ms. Shimoyama is the Founder and 
President of Breakthru Unlimited, a 
California company that designs and 
manufactures projects with a message: 
hand-made glass artwork of jewelry, 
executive gifts, limited editions, and 
custom awards. A brilliant sample of 
her work is her ‘‘Breaking the Ceiling’’ 
line of jewelry that has adorned the la-
pels of Hillary Clinton and Elizabeth 
Dole. Currently, she serves as the Chair 
of the National Association of Women 
Business Owners—Los Angeles. In 1999, 
she was honored as the Small Business 
Administration’s ‘‘Women Business Ad-
vocate of the Year’’. 

Ms. Shimoyama runs one of the 1.2 
million women-owned businesses 
headquartered in California. According 
to a study by the National Foundation 
for Women Business Owners (NFWBO), 
these businesses employ 3.8 million 
workers and generate $548 billion in an-
nual sales, a growth of 164 percent in 
seven years. 

Without a doubt, women entre-
preneurs have played a crucial part in 
the growth of our economy. NFWBO re-
ports that between 1987 and 1999, the 
number of women-owned firms in-
creased by 103 percent nationwide, em-
ployment increased by 320 percent, and 
sales increased by 436 percent. As of 
1999, there are 9.1 million women- 
owned businesses in the U.S., which 
employ 27.5 million people and gen-
erate over $3.6 trillion in sales. To put 
the sales of these businesses into con-
text, they are twice the size of the Fed-
eral budget, and greater than the Gross 
National Product of every country in 
the world but the United States and 
Japan. 

An increasing number of these busi-
nesses have focused on emerging indus-
tries such as high technology. These 
businesses demand a greater access to 
capital and information resources than 
ever before. 

Mr. President, I will do all I can to 
ensure that the women in my state and 
all over the country have access to the 
opportunities and resources they need 
to start new business ventures. How-
ever it is also imperative that we in-
vest in the business development re-
sources that will help women sustain 
and grow these new businesses. This 
small investment yields big returns in 
the form of job creation, revenues, and 

overall growth of the nation’s econ-
omy.∑ 

f 

MEDICARE BENEFICIARY ACCESS 
TO QUALITY NURSING HOME 
CARE ACT OF 1999 

∑ Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, on 
the 13th of October, I was proud to co-
sponsor S. 1500, the Medicare Bene-
ficiary Access to Quality Nursing 
Home Care Act of 1999. When Congress 
worked with the President to craft and 
pass the Balanced Budget Act of 1997, it 
included a number of desperately need-
ed cost-saving measures to ensure that 
Medicare did not go bankrupt. At the 
time, Medicare was projected to be 
bankrupt by 2001 with annual costs ris-
ing at three times the rate of inflation. 

However, the Health Care Financing 
Administration, which oversees the ad-
ministration of Medicare, has far ex-
ceeded the scope of the Balanced Budg-
et Act of 1997, and gone beyond the in-
tent of Congress in scaling back health 
care provider reimbursements. Driven 
by a philosophy that the Federal Gov-
ernment knows best how to handle 
your health care decisions, this admin-
istration has uniformly adopted poli-
cies that limit Medicare beneficiary 
choice, obstruct critically needed mar-
ket-based reforms, and relentlessly 
pursued a strategy of reducing pay-
ments to providers as the prime meth-
od to reduce outlays. 

Sometimes such a ‘‘Washington- 
knows-best’’ strategy just doesn’t 
work. The fact of the matter is, health 
care providers will bear costs that can-
not be overlooked or undervalued sim-
ply because HCFA wishes to declare it 
so. This has been especially prevalent 
in the area of Skilled Nursing Facility 
care. The recently implemented Pro-
spective Payment System (PPS) fails 
to account for the full range of services 
required by most Medicare bene-
ficiaries provided care in these facili-
ties. 

Specifically, the PPS implemented 
by HCFA has a payment schedule 
called Resource Utilization Groups 
(RUGs) that are intended to account 
for the needs of individual bene-
ficiaries. However, these RUGs have 
failed to account for the full range of 
needs of these beneficiaries, especially 
for the medically complex patient. 
While private market insurance is sig-
nificantly better at recognizing the 
needs of the medically complex pa-
tient, the failure of this administration 
to allow for any type of market-based 
reform to move forward has forced us 
to rely upon the implementation of the 
PPS by HCFA, which, as I discussed be-
fore, seems to have a predisposition to-
wards underpaying for necessary serv-
ices. 

The result, Mr. President, is that 
beneficiaries are increasingly denied 
access to lower-cost Skilled Nursing 
Facilities and are forced to continue 

care in higher-cost hospitals where 
they also may not be able to get the 
most appropriate level of rehabilitative 
care. S. 1500, introduced by Senator 
HATCH, attempts to address the over- 
reaching of HCFA directly and swiftly. 
First, it would provide for payment 
‘‘add-ons’’ for the provision of addi-
tional treatment in the care of the 
medically complex patient. Second, it 
restores one percentage point of the re-
ductions to the annual inflation adjus-
tor mandated by BBA–97. Although the 
inflation adjustment reduction was di-
rectly written in the BBA–97 language, 
it’s revision provides Congress the 
most direct and simplest way to coun-
teract the excesses of HCFA. 

Mr. President, I am heartened that 
HCFA has recognized the flaws in the 
current PPS system and is undertaking 
a review of this system. However, that 
review will not be completed until next 
year. Our Skilled Nursing Facilities 
need these restorations now in order to 
continue to provide our Medicare bene-
ficiaries continued and uninterrupted 
care. That is why I fully support this 
legislation, am cosponsoring it, and 
call on my colleagues to do the same as 
soon as possible.∑ 

f 

THIRD ANNUAL CAUCUS FOR PO-
TOMAC HERITAGE NATIONAL 
SCENIC TRAIL 

∑ Mr. ROBB. Mr. President, I rise to 
recognize the Third Annual Caucus for 
the Potomac Heritage National Scenic 
Trail, to be held on October 22, 1999. 

Designated by Congress in 1983, the 
Potomac Heritage Trail is unlike any 
other trail in the National Trails Sys-
tem. The corridor which follows ‘‘Our 
Nation’s River’’ includes both the boy-
hood home and Mt. Vernon estate of 
our first President, George Wash-
ington, significant greenways and 
parks, and nearby centers of commerce 
which are vital to the economic vital-
ity of Virginia and the capital region. 

I congratulate the National Park 
Service, the Potomac Heritage Part-
nership, the Northern Virginia Plan-
ning District Commission and other ad-
vocates of this National Scenic Trail in 
persevering in their efforts to increase 
opportunities for enhancing commerce, 
conservation and cultural initiatives 
along the Potomac River. I wish them 
continued success in the years to 
come.∑ 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF DOUGLAS C. 
STRAIN 

∑ Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, I am 
pleased today to recognize the 55th an-
niversary of Electro Scientific Indus-
tries, Incorporated, ESI, and to honor 
the accomplishments of Mr. Douglas C. 
Strain, ESI’s founder and first presi-
dent and chairman of ESI’s board. 

Established in Portland in 1944, ESI 
was among the first high-technology 
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